E1084

Jewish Congress on the 100th anniversary of
their founding in 1918. The American Jewish
Congress has been instrumental in fighting for
civil rights and liberties by participating in the
Paris Peace Conference in 1919, working to
save Jewish lives during the Holocaust, co-
ordinating the critical effort to create a Jewish
state with United States recognition, and de-
fending civil rights of all Americans and indi-
viduals throughout the world regardless of
race, religion, or national ancestry.

AJC actively engages with the U.S. Con-
gress and Executive Branch as well as the
United Nations and the Israeli government to
educate on Jewish affairs, combat anti-Semi-
tism to include fighting the Boycott, Divest-
ment, and Sanctions movement that attacks
Israel, convey the threat of a nuclear Iran, and
reinforce the AJC commitment to a two-state
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Congratulations to Jack Rosen, President of
the AJC and Board Members Munr Kazmir,
Daniel Rosen, Ben Chouake, Vivien
Weissman-Howard, Jordan Rosen, John
Kruger, Michael Melnicke, Alan Pines, Mark
Appel, and Morty Davis for their leadership.

The security of Israeli families is vital for the
security of American families.

——————

PASSING OF DR. MICHAEL GARY
EHRLICH

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 26, 2018

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to cele-
brate the life and legacy of Dr. Michael Gary
Ehrlich.

An accomplished orthopedic surgeon, hus-
band, father, and grandfather, Dr. Ehrlich will
be sorely missed by his loved ones and the
many patients whose lives were forever im-
proved by his skilled practice of medicine.

He paved the way to advances and innova-
tion in skeletal health after graduating from
Dartmouth College and Columbia University.

And throughout a distinguished career at
Massachusetts General Hospital, Brown Uni-
versity, and Rhode Island and Miriam Hos-
pitals, Dr. Ehrlich demonstrated a genuine af-
finity for improving the human condition
through his service as a practitioner.

The people of Rhode Island have lost more
than a surgeon—we have lost a friend. Yet, |
know that his work ethic and positive contribu-
tion to the community will live on through the
students he mentored, the research he poured
countless hours into, and the thousands of pa-
tients he helped.

———

THE REPUBLICAN TAX SCAM AND
THE WAR ON WORKING AND MID-
DLE-CLASS AMERICANS

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 26, 2018

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to address Americans’ concerns
over increasing income inequality that has
been exasperated by the Republican Tax
Scam bill. The so-called Tax Cuts and Jobs
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Act passed by Republicans last fall not only
fails to provide a significant tax cut for working
class and middle Americans, but it also in-
creases the national deficit by $1.5 trillion over
the next 10 years. Moreover, any marginal in-
come tax reduction that it affords everyday
Americans will disappear within the next few
years.

According to the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, 76 percent of Americans will actually ex-
perience an overall tax increase between now
and 2027. It is my strong belief that providing
tax relief to small business owners, entre-
preneurs, and working-class families is key to
creating a strong economy that works for ev-
eryone. But requiring working families to pay
for tax cuts for the wealthy and powerful will
not promote real, sustainable economic
growth.

Here is what the Republican tax law will do:
By 2027, Americans in the first, second, and
third quintiles will have their taxes increased,
while 83 percent of tax breaks will go to the
top one percent. By 2027, 86 million house-
holds (more than half of America’s middle
class) will see a tax increase. In Alabama, the
richest 1 percent will see a $4,450 tax cut,
where the bottom 80 percent will see a $117
tax increase.

We do not have to look back far into history
to learn that these types of tax cuts hurt the
American people. Ronald Reagan’s 1981 tax
cuts were followed by only 3.5 percent aver-
age growth between 1982 and 1985, and re-
quired base broadening tax increases. Deficits
from the Reagan tax cuts led to tax increases
by George H.W. Bush in 1990. George W.
Bush’s tax cuts of 2001 and 2003 were fol-
lowed by a precipitous decline in growth from
3.8 percent growth in 2004 down to —0.3 per-
cent in 2008. The Bush tax cuts were also a
major driver of the growing deficit, and wid-
ened income disparities.

We also saw what happened in the state of
Kansas when Republicans promised that dra-
matic cuts to business taxes would bring a
new wave of economic growth and thousands
of new jobs. Unsurprisingly, the economic
growth was never realized and the state was
forced to close schools, cut funding to public
universities, cut funding to public services, and
delay contributions to state pension funds.

Columbia University Law professor Michael
Graetz said, “the historical record is pretty
clear that tax cuts don’t pay for themselves
through economic growth.” Despite this evi-
dence, Republicans on the Ways and Means
Committee rammed through a partisan tax
scam bill, passed it through the House of Rep-
resentatives without a single Democratic vote,
and passed it through the Senate in the same
fashion.

As the Trump Administration calls for an-
other round of tax cuts for the wealthy, | urge
the President and my Republican colleagues
to fulfill their promise to work together on bi-
partisan legislation that will truly benefit all
Americans. We need bipartisan legislation that
works to uphold America’s strong middle class
and provides underserved families with the as-
sistance they deserve to escape the cycle of
poverty and enter the workforce.
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RECOGNIZING EMMA ANDERSON

HON. GREG GIANFORTE

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 26, 2018

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor an amazing young child whose com-
passion for others and giving nature touches
the lives of thousands in need of comfort.

In 2012, Emma Anderson from Kalispell,
founded Emma’s Cuddle Bears after seeing
family friends undergo cancer treatment. An
adult friend described the challenges she
faced while battling cancer and said her heart
went out to the young children fighting cancer
in the treatment center.

Emma, only 5 years old at the time, asked
if the children ever got scared, to which the
friend replied that they probably did. Emma
thought for a moment and said, “lI have an
idea.”

Emma used her own allowance money to
purchase 20 teddy bears. She carefully exam-
ined each one to make sure it passed her
cuddle test. She then gave each one a name
and wrote a little note for the person receiving
a bear. The bears arrived at the University of
Washington Cancer Center, where the Ander-
sons’ friend was receiving treatment. The
bears immediately warmed the hearts of chil-
dren who needed the special comfort a cuddle
bear can provide.

Since then, the young humanitarian has
sent over 3,000 Cuddle Bears to those suf-
fering from cancer, debilitating diseases, and
other difficult circumstances. Emma has a
special gift for picking just the right bear to en-
courage and comfort young and old alike. She
still insists on naming all the cuddle bears.

Emma continues to answer her calling to
help others. She joined Samaritan’s Purse Op-
eration Christmas Child at her local church as
an assistant project coordinator. Emma’s bold
and affectious personality inspires other to
give.

There’s a saying on display in the Anderson
household: “From small beginnings come
great things.” It was on the nursery wall when
Emma’s adoptive mother, Jeri Anderson,
brought her home from China as an infant.

Starting from small beginnings, Emma and
her cuddle bears continue to accomplish great
things. All those who know her believe the
best is yet to come.

Mr. Speaker, for her compassion, gen-
erosity, and willingness to reach out to those
in need, | recognize Emma Anderson for her
spirit of Montana.

————

HONORING COLONEL BRENT E.
FRENCH

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 26, 2018

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Colonel Brent E. French from
Westborough, Massachusetts, who will be re-
tiring from the United States Air Force after 27
years of active-duty and reserve service in Au-

ust.

’ Most recently, Colonel French served as the
Individual Mobilization Augmentee to the Di-
rector of Security Forces within Air Force
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